


Book Quiz 
  

Who Am I?  It’s a Mythtery.  Do you 
recognize these characters from Greek 
mythology? 
 
 1.  My father, Zeus, 
swallowed my mother, 
Metis, just before she gave 
birth to me.  Then he had his 
son Hephaestus cleave his 
forehead open with an axe 
and from my father’s head I 
sprang , fully armed.  I am 
the goddess of wisdom.  
 
2.  I drive the chariot of the sun across the sky to 
create day and night.  I also play the lyre and am 
the god of prophecy. 
 
3.  I beheaded Medusa by looking at her 
reflection in my shield because anyone looking at 
her directly was immediately turned to stone. 
 
 4.  I solved the riddle of the Sphinx, and, without 
knowing what I was doing, murdered my father 
and married my mother. 
 
 5.  I was thrown out of heaven 
by my father, Zeus, and was 
crippled—but I am still useful.  
I make my father’s 
thunderbolts in a giant forge.  
People think me ugly, but I am married to 
Aphrodite, the most beautiful goddess. 
  
6.  I arose from the foam of the sea and am the 
goddess of love and beauty.  
  
7.  I sailed my ship, the Argo, to Colchis, where I 
captured the Golden Fleece and married Medea, 
a very violent woman who murdered, among 
others, our two children. 
 
 8   I am  the huge, one-eyed son of Poseidon.  I 
trapped Odysseus and his men in my cave and 
ate two of my captives with each meal until 
Odysseus blinded me with a sharpened pole and 
led his men in an escape. 
 
 9.  I am the hero of  Homer’s Iliad.  I am 
invincible except for a spot on my heel, where my 
mother held me when she dipped me into the 
River Styx .  I killed the Trojan hero Hector. 

 
10.   After dead souls have passed the entrance 
to the underworld, guarded by the  
three-headed dog, Cerberus, I ferry them across 
the River Styx. 
 
11.  My father, Daedalus, and I escaped from 
Crete using wings my father fashioned from wax 
and feathers that enabled us to fly.  My father 
told me not to fly too high, but I didn’t listen.  The 
sun melted the wax on my wings, and I plunged 
into the sea. 
 
12.  I am the faithful wife of Odysseus, who has 
been gone for twenty years.  I keep my suitors at 
bay by telling them that I am unavailable until I 
finish weaving the burial shroud for my 
husband’s father. Each day I weave.  Each night 
I undo what I have woven.  
 
13.  I am the messenger of the gods.  I have 
wings on my helmet and sandals, and I carry the 
caduceus. 
 
14.  I am the Titan who gave fire to man.  For this 
action I was punished by Zeus, who had me 
chained to a rock in the Caucasus, and every 

day he sent an eagle to peck out my liver, 
which grew back every night.  Finally, I 
was rescued by Heracles. 
 
15.  I was a beautiful 
youth whom everyone 
loved, but I spurned all, 

including poor Echo.  I couldn’t 
return her love because I had 
fallen in love with myself—or 
rather, the image of myself I saw 
in a pond of clear water.  Finally 
I died, and where I fell, a 
beautiful spring flower bearing my name grew. 
 
Answers on Page 5 
 

Can You Help?   
 
 Historian Pat Lynch is looking for 
memorabilia to complete our archives.  If you 
have anything you are willing to donate, 
especially issues of 1990’s newsletters, please 
bring your items to the Library Book Store.   
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What? Manzanar Means  
“Apple Orchard”? 
 
 The dry, dusty, desert in which the first 
detention camp for Japanese-Americans was 
built was once a fertile valley of streams, farms, 
and apple orchards.  Its first inhabitants were 
Native Americans, the Owens Valley Paiute, who 
lived in villages 
near several 
creeks in the 
area. Other 
nations in the 
region included 
the Miwok, 
Western Mono, 
and the 
Shoshone. The Paiute hunted, fished, and raised 
crops utilizing irrigation in the Manzanar area. 

When gold and silver were discovered in 
the Sierra Nevada and Inyo Mountains, the 
Paiute were forced to leave the area during the 
Owens Valley Indian War of 1861-1863, and 
were taken to Fort Tejon, an early ”relocation 
center.” After the war many Paiute returned to 
the area to find that white settlers had moved  in 
and established homesteads.  Ranchers and 
miners established the town of Manzanar 
(Spanish for “apple orchard”’) in 1910. 

As early as 1905 the City of Los Angeles 
began 
secretly 
acquiring 
water rights 
in the 
Owens 
Valley. In 
1913 it 
completed 
construction 
of its 233-

mile-long Los Angeles Aqueduct, to divert Owens 
River water to Los Angeles instead of allowing it 
to drain into Owens Lake.  Even this water was 
not enough to supply the rapidly growing 
metropolis, and in 1920 the City began to 
purchase more and more land and water rights 
on the Owens Valley floor. By 1933 the City 
owned 85% of all town property and 95% of all 

ranch and farm land in the Owens Valley, 
including Manzanar.  

In dry years, Los Angeles pumped ground 
water and drained surface water, diverting all of it 
into its aqueduct and leaving the few remaining 
Owens Valley ranchers without water.  With no 
water for irrigation, the holdout ranchers were 
forced off their ranches and out of their 
communities.  Manzanar was abandoned by 
1929.  It remained uninhabited until 1942, when 
the United States leased 6,200 acres from the 
City of Los Angeles for the Manzanar War 
Relocation Center.  By the time the internees 
arrived, Manzanar—and most of the Owens 
Valley—was a desert. 

   
Fishermen’s Memorial 

 
In a very out-of-the-way corner of Terminal 

Island, just after one of the boatyards, and just 
before you get to the Terminal Island Federal 
Correctional Institution, 
you can find the Japanese 
Fishermen’s Memorial, 
which was dedicated to 
the Issei fishermen of 
Terminal Island in 2002. 
Before World War II, three 
thousand people lived in 
East San Pedro and made 
their living from the sea. 

After the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor on 
December 7,1941, 
Terminal Islanders, under scrutiny because of 
their port location and rising racial hysteria, 
became suspect for owning boats and short 
wave radios they used to communicate to the 
canneries. All Japanese owning commercial 
boats were immediately questioned and 
forbidden to leave the harbor.   Within forty-eight 
hours, 1,291 Issei had been arrested and 
detained. On February 25, 1942, following 
President Roosevelt's signing of Executive Order 
9066, the order was given that all remaining 
villagers of Japanese descent must vacate 
Terminal Island within 48 hours. Terminal 
Islanders were the first to be interned, most at 
Manzanar.  By April, most of the village 
was gone forever, demolished by the U. S. Navy. 
 



 

Why I Like 
the Library 

 

     I like 
San Pedro 
Library 
because…
…  
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
…………
. 

Book Club News 
 
 Members of the San Pedro Library Book 
Club are deeply involved in the lives of the five 
families central to the novel War and Peace, by 
Leo Tolstoy.  The entanglements of the 
Bezukhovs, the 
Bolkonskys, the Rostovs, 
the Kuragins, and the 
Drubeskoys with each 
other and with the events of 
Russian history, especially 
Napolean’s invasion of 
Russia in 1812, keep 
members reading on through the 1455 pages of 
Tolstoy’s masterpiece. 
 When the War has ended, members will 
read Ethan Frome, by Edith Wharton, a 
mercifully shorter novel. 
 The Book Club meets every four weeks at 
1:00 p.m. in the Community Room.  Our first 
meeting of the new  year will be held Saturday, 
January 16.  New members are always welcome.  
Books are provided by the Friends of San Pedro 
Library. 
 
 
 

 
MEMBERS OF THE FRIENDS 

OF SAN PEDRO LIBRARY 
 

PRESENT 
THIS COUPON 

for 
One Dollar 

off 
Purchases 

at 
Book Sale 

or 
Library 

Book Store 

We Win Again! 
 

 Friends of San Pedro Library are 
celebrating another ALTAFF award.  This  time 
we have been selected one of five Friends 
groups from all over the country to receive  
recognition for activities held during National 
Friends of Libraries Week, October  18-24, 
2009.  We  also received  $250! 
 Large posters at the Library entrance 
announced our activities.  During the week 
historical photos of San Pedro Library were on 
display in the Community room.  Visitors were 
directed to the display by members manning a 
hospitality table featuring our publications and 
certificates of recognition from 15th District City 
Councilwoman Janice Hahn. 
 A highlight of the week 
was the award ceremony for 
winners of our essay contest.  
Entrants expressed their 
thoughts on the topic “Why I 
Like the Library.”   Winners in 
the adult division were Terry 
Collins, Darice Davis, Allen 
Olsen, and Michael Page.  Victoria Green, a 
student at Holy Trinity Elementary School, won 
the children’s division.  All winners received a 
certificate and a book of their choice from our 
Library Book Store. 

Friends members were delighted with the 
surprise wall banner created by the library staff 
for our celebration. 
 The week’s activities culminated with the 
annual dinner at  Ports O’ Call Restaurant.  Fifty-
two members and guests enjoyed a delicious 
salmon or chicken dinner and a delightful 
presentation by guest speaker Lisa  Coffi, Co-
founder and Artistic Director of Shakespeare by 
the Sea.  Chris 
Watanabe 
announced 
winners of 
raffle prizes 
from local 
merchants. 
 A good 
time was had 
by all. 
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Essay Contest Winners Darice Davis, 
Terry Collins, Victoria Green, and 

Michael Page 
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Notes from 
the Huntington Library 
 

Central Avenue and Beyond:  The 
Harlem Renaissance in Los Angeles focuses 
on the extraordinary 
artistic, cultural, and 
intellectual expressions 
and accomplishments of 
African Americans in Los 
Angeles during the 
1920’s and 1930’s, when 
Black arts and culture 
flowered throughout the 
United States, especially 
in the Harlem area of New York.  In Los Angeles 
the heart of the expression was Central Avenue, 
but the creativity extended far beyond that  
famous street. 

The exhibit is shown in the Library West 
Hall and ends February 8. 
 

The Color Explosion:  Nineteenth 
Century American Lithography  presents more 
than two hundred examples of 19th century 
American lithography from The Huntington’s Jay 
T. Last  Collection.  Advertising posters, art 

prints, calendars, 
certificates, 
children’s books, 
color-plate 
illustrations, 
product labels, 
sales catalogs, 
sheet music, 
toys and games, 
and trade cards 

are just some of the artifacts included in this 
colorful exhibit shown in the Boone Gallery.  The 
last day to see this showing of flat surface 
printing that started a communication revolution 
is February 22. 

The Huntington Library is located on 207 
acres of land in the San Gabriel Valley at 
1151 Oxford Road, San Marino 91108.  For more 
information call 626-405-2100.  While you are 
there, be sure to visit the beautiful Chinese and 
Japanese Gardens, the rose garden, and the tea 
house. 
 

The Friends of 
San Pedro Library 

Board Members 
 
President:             William                     
                                       Schermerhorn 
Vice-President:            Phyllis Samson 
Recording Secretary:         Selma Hunter 
Corresponding Secretary:  JoAnn Kostelas 
Treasurer:   Millie Scholnick 
Membership Chairman:      Marilyn Borosdy 
Historian:   Pat Lynch 
Members at Large:             Lena Del Torto 
              Chris Watanabe 
Webmaster:   Yumi Yamamoto 
Newsletter Editor:  Cecelia Moore  
 
 

 

The public is invited to board meetings the last 
Tuesday of each month, 6:00 p.m. at the library. 

 

 
Library Hours: 

        

      Monday:        10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
     Tuesday:       10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
     Wednesday:  10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
     Thursday:      10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
 ***Friday:             1:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
     Saturday:       10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
     Sunday:           1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
          ***Please note new hours for Friday. 
 
    
 
 
 
 

 

Answers to Book Quiz: 
 
1.  Athena    (Minerva in Roman mythology) 
 2.  Apollo 
 3.  Perseus 
 4.  Oedipus 
 5.  Hephaestus   (Vulcan) 
 6.  Aphrodite    (Venus) 
 7.  Jason 
 8.  Polyphemus, the Cyclops 
 9.  Odysseus   (Ulysses) 
10. Charon 
11. Icarus 
12.  Penelope 
13. Hermes   (Mercury) 
14. Prometheus 
15. Narcissus 
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